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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]The paper examines the role of language as a tool or vehicle of communication and seeks to establish a relationship between language, on the one hand; and development, on the other in the context of African continent – using Tanzania as a case in point.  Africa is home to nearly a third of world languages, which means that it is a linguistically diverse continent with communities that are multilingual. However, despite its linguistic diversity, most African indigenous languages do not feature in government or official business except for only a few. Most of the government business is transacted in foreign languages such as English, French and Portuguese. Why these languages are assigned the official status and the extent to which they have succeeded as vehicles of communication is the issue for discussion in this paper. Other issues examined in the paper are the role of the African society; and in particular, the role of the African elite on the whole issue of development of the African peoples.
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