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Abstract
The role a language plays in society needs to be reflected by the language in education policy. In other words, the language policy needs to align its choice of language in education, in particular the language of instruction to the status or role that language plays in society. Lack of harmony or alignment between the role a language is given in education and its status or role in society has consequences. These range from ineffective language teaching methods, lack of learning across the curriculum, missing link between school and the wider society, ineffective teaching and learning of English language, as well as ineffective preparation of English language teachers. For genuine education to take place, policy makers need to formulate realistic language in education policy in which the status given to English in education is determined by its role in the Tanzanian society.
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