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Abstract 
 

The current paper undertakes a discourse analysis of the front page 
newspaper headlines of two Tanzanian Swahili weekly newspapers, 
Mzalendo (Patriot) and Mwanahalisi (Unfeigned child) during the 2010 pre-
election period with a view to showing how the press headline discourse in 
different ways constructs social identities and how these in turn act to 
influence readers’ voting decisions. The data used comes from ten issues of 
the two newspapers. The analysis is informed by the Faircloughian three-
dimensional framework incorporating: text, discursive practice, and social 
practice. The main finding is that the writers of both newspaper headlines 
used alike discursive methods such as selection of particular lexical items and 
syntactic manipulation with the intent of simultaneously vilifying the 
contestant viewed by the newspaper as the opponent while at the same time 
endorsing the one it was supporting.  It is recommended that the public 
understands the strategies for them to make informed decisions.  

 
 
Introduction 
Newspaper headlines are among the first things that readers glue their eyes 
to when they want to buy newspapers. Incidentally all news reports in 
newspapers have headlines. It follows therefore that due to their strategic 
nature, newspaper headline crafting needs special skills, and it is the 
editorial team that makes sure that their readers get mostly what they want 
them to get. This is a kind of audience alignment, and it is important because 
they represent what the editors believe should represent the image, position 
and aim of the newspaper in each specific headline. As such newspaper 
headlines, and especially the front pages ones, are written by special writers. 

                                        
Corresponding Author: Lecturer, University of Dar es Salaam, E-mail: 
mapundag@gmail.com     

mailto:mapundag@gmail.com










G. Mapunda & A. Keya 

 

63 

 

the Constitution also ruled out that all political matters in the country would 
be carried out through the Party.2 Since then, the Government and the ruling 
party have been inseparable, and for many years the phrase Chama Kushika 
Hatamu (Supremacy of the Party) was the order of the day. Even then, the 
situation did not last for ever. In early 1990s Tanzania had to join the band of 
multiparty political states imposed by the donor community, including the 
World Bank and the IMF. This culminated the political single-partyism 
which had been enjoyed by the ruling party. Along with party pluralism 
came freedom of the media.   
 
Following the change to multiparty system, many political parties emerged, 
some of which have remained unknown to many Tanzanians to date. Each 
party, regardless of its internal strengths and weaknesses, has just one goal of 
governing the nation. For example in the 2010 general elections 18 political 
parties signed the Electoral Code of Conduct as an official registration of 
their participation in the election process. However, by the time of 
campaigning, only seven of them did actually participate. In addition, many 
Tanzanians know only about four or five of these parties better. As a general 
overview, press coverage during the campaigns indicates that three parties 
took the lead in the process. These are Chama cha Mapinduzi (the ruling 
party), Chama cha Demokrasia na Maendeleo (CHADEMA) and the Civic 
United Front (CUF).  
 
In the 2010 pre-election campaign in Mainland, Tanzania concentrated on the 
three popular political parties mentioned above, while in the Isles of 
Zanzibar only CCM and CUF dominated. Why this is so is possibly 
explainable by the fact that these parties have more followers in the country 
and have been more aggressive in the campaign process.  
 
It is actually the corrupt practices endemic in Tanzania which earned 
CHADEMA its fame. The popularity of the party came about after two of its 
parliamentarians relentlessly unveiled horrendous corruption and 
embezzlement scandals; one over a gold mine in the name of Buzwagi and 
the other over scavenging of the External Payments Arrears (EPA), 
pronounced as [épa] account held at the central Bank of Tanzania (BoT). It is 
possibly the unveiling of the latter scandal which earned the CHADEMA 
contestant, Dr. Wilbroad Slaa, even more fame, meanwhile defaming the 
incumbent government along with its political party, Chama cha Mapunduzi. 
 



http://www.mwanahalisi.co.tz/about
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Here the headline does not show us who or what disgraces the minister, who 
happens to be a CCM member, but it has this person as a victim of a negative 
condition. This being a leader, we are likely to say that it is CCM that is 
projected in a negative light. The Swahili expression aumbuka (in disgrace) 
implies that one becomes disgraced out of their undoing. It therefore 
presupposes that the minister did an act unbefitting to his position, leading 
to self-degradation. This is likely to be pointing towards the calibre of leaders 
populating CCM. 
 
In understanding this headline, we need here to provide some contextual 
description of the parody of addressing Masha as Waziri Masha. As has been 
suggested earlier, in order to understand a text it is important to also take on 
board a description of the context as suggested by Van Dijk (1988:30): 
 

A full account of news discourse, then, requires both a description of 
textual structures of news and a description the production and 
reception processes of news discourse in communicative situations and 
socio-cultural contexts. 

 
The person addressed as Masha in the headline was not a minister at the time 
when this newspaper was coming out. This is because the parliament had 
already been resolved, and he had been a minister by virtue of his 
parliamentary position. As such describing him as a minister, at the same 
time aumbuka (in disgrace) makes the contrast more prominent and 
pronounced as compared to if he were referred to just as Masha, which he 
was.  
 
Headline 3  Mwanahalisi (Issue No. 205: 8-14 September, 2010) 
 

Dk. Slaa atishia Kikwete  
(Dr. Slaa issues threats to Kikwete) 

 
Here we have a presidential candidate for CHADEMA, mentioned alongside 
his academic credentials as a PhD holder, performing an act that threatens 
the presidential candidate for CCM, whose academic credentials go 
unmentioned. One would argue that there is no way to prefix the name of a 
person who does not have a doctoral qualification, but the CCM contestant is 
known to have been awarded a number of honorary doctorates by then, 
which some media  use to prefix  his name.  
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