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Abstract

Governments' cuts in research and development funding for public universities in Tanzania
has compelled these institutions to establish and develop extensive partnerships and links
with universities, and research centers in the North. The establishment of the North-South
partnerships has also coincided with the dominance of external and heavy dependence on
external donors for funding of research and development activities in the majority of
Tanzania public universities. This article, using the University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM),
public university, seeks to shed light on whether or not partnerships make any significant
contribution to the institution’s capacity building. The thesis of this paper is that although N-
S partnerships are instrumental in institutional capacity building; they have not significantly
contributed to the strengthening of higher education space at UDSM and apparently at other
public universities in Tanzania because of inherent structural imbalances and inequalities
embedded in the partnerships.



