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Abstract 
Eastern Bantu languages spoken in the 'Corridor' between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika include Pimbwe, 
Rungwa, Fipa, Rungu, Mambwe, Wanda, Nyamwanga, Lambya, Malila, Nyiha, Safwa, Nyakyusa, Ndali 
and Wungu. There is a widely agreed division of Corridor languages into three basic groups: Mwika 
(western Corridor), Nyika (central Corridor) and Nyakyusa-Ndali (East Corridor). Wungu appears to be an 
isolate and its classification remains controversial. As an ethnographic and linguistic area, the Corridor 
straddles the border region of three different countries and includes large parts of southwest Tanzania, 
northeast Zambia, and the north of Malawi. Several languages are spoken across international borders 
and found in either all three or two of these countries. Even the better-known languages of the Corridor 
remain inadequately described. Lack of cooperation among researchers in different countries 
compounds the problem because sometimes the same variety has different names and researchers in 
different countries adopt different approaches in studying the same language. Bibliogr., sum. 
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