
349

Copyright © 2018, IGI Global. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global is prohibited.

Chapter  19

DOI: 10.4018/978-1-5225-3949-0.ch019

ABSTRACT

This study examined female and male students’ perceptions of the use of asynchronous discussion forums 
and quizzes to promote critical thinking dispositions. Research suggests that there are differences between 
female and male students in terms of learning in online environments. However, studies that focus on 
these differences, especially in promoting critical thinking dispositions, are limited. To this end, this 
chapter explores gender differences in the use of the discussion forums and quizzes to promote critical 
thinking dispositions. A mixed methods research approach was used. Both quantitative and qualitative 
data were collected concurrently through a questionnaire. Findings indicate that female students had 
higher critical thinking dispositions related to open-mindedness and inquisitiveness than male students. 
There was no statistically significant difference between female and male students in the other critical 
thinking dispositions. Implications for pedagogical practices have been discussed. Further research can 
involve a larger sample from different sociocultural settings.

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses the perceptions of female and male students of the use of discussion forums and 
quizzes to promote critical thinking dispositions. Specifically, the focus is on gender differences in terms 
of critical thinking dispositions related to analyticity, truth-seeking, systematicity, open-mindedness, 
inquisitiveness, maturity of judgement, and critical thinking self-confidence. The chapter is divided into 
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