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Mwalimu Nyerere: the artist 

Vicensia Shule 
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NYERERE: THE ARTIST
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45+' !."%+00' *$*' )",' +)*' ?$,5' ,5+$.' +0,(L#$052+),\' ,5+$.' +Q$0,7
+)%+'?(0'1(%$#$,(,+*'L+%(/0+',5+&'?+.+'0++)'(0',5+'1"/)*(,$")'"1'
)(,$")(#'(.,$0,$%'!.$*+3'45+0+'9."/!0'!+.1".2+*'$)'!"#$,$%(#'.(##$+0K'
0,(,+'L()@/+,0'()*'2++,$)90'(,'(##'#+-+#03'C+2L+.0'"1',5+';<=0'
?+.+'0,(,+'+2!#"&++03'X$)%+',5+'0,(,+'0/L0$*$0+*'2"0,'"1',5+'%"0,0'
()*'!($*'1".',5+$.'2"),5#&'0(#(.$+0K',5+'9."/!0'?+.+')",'(##"?+*'
,"' %5(.9+' ".' .+%+$-+' +Q,.(' !(&2+),' 1".' ,5+$.' !+.1".2()%+03' 45+'
1"%/0' ?(0' ")' ,5+' !."2",$")' "1' )(,$")(#' /)$,&' ()*' ")' +%5"$)9'
,5+'0,(,+80'U](2(('!"#$%$+03'^)+'"1',5+'!"0$,$-+'"/,%"2+0'"1'0/%5'
$)$,$(,$-+0'?(0',"'2(B+'(%,$-+'$)-"#-+2+),'$)',5+(,.+'!"00$L#+'(,'
-(.$"/0'#+-+#0'"1'0"%$+,&':C#(2('GHFSK'!3GEJ>3
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!"#$ %&'()*+,$ -)&&.)/0'/1$ ("#$ )/'./$ 2#(3##/$ !*/1*/4'5*$ */0$
6*/7'2*&$./$89$:;&'+$<=9>$?*/$2#$-##/$*-$*/.("#&$*&('-('?$;#&@.&AB
*/?#C$ D/$*00'('./$ (.$ ("#$)-)*+$;&*?('?#$.@$ -'1/'/1$ ("#$ (&#*(4$*/0$
#E?"*/1'/1$ ("#$:&('?+#-$.@$F/'./G$H4#&#&#$A'E#0$("#$-.'+$.@$ ("#$
(3.$ ?.)/(&'#-C$ H4#&#&#$ 3.&#$ *$ -"'&($ A*0#$ .@$ +#.;*&0$ -5'/C$ I#$
)-#0$(3.$1.)&0-$@'++#0$3'("$-.'+$@&.A$!*/1*/4'5*$*/0$6*/7'2*&C$
!"#/$("#$A'E'/1$3*-$0./#$24$;.)&'/1$("#$-.'+$'/$("#$;.(C$!"#$(3.$
A#/$3".$"#+0$ ("#$;.($3#&#$3#&#$2.("$5/##+'/1$*/0$0&#--#0$ '/$
!"#$%&$$J?.((./$@*2&'?K$(*'+.&#0$)/'@.&A-C$!"#$?.-()A#-G$;&.;-$*/0$
("#$A'E'/1$.@$("#$-.'+$-4A2.+'-#0$".3$H4#&#&#$L*+)#0$*/0$(&#*-B
)&#0$*&(-$*/0$"'-$2#+'#@$'/$("#$?./(#/($.@$(&*0'('./*+$("#*(&#C

M3*+'A)G$ *-$H4#&#&#$3*-$ ?.AA./+4$5/.3/G$ *+-.$;&.0)?#0$
*$L*&'#(4$.@$ ("#*(&#$3.&5-C$:-$;*&($ .@$ "'-$A'--'./$ (.$0#?.+./'-#$
("#*(&#G$ M3*+'A)$ (&*/-+*(#0$ -.A#$ @*A.)-$ N"*5#-;#*&#$ ;+*4-$
'/(.$O'-3*"'+'C$:??.&0'/1$ (.$P)2'/$ */0$Q'*5*/(#$ J8RR<G$ ;C$ SR<K$
("#-#$3#&#$'()"(*+,-$*-.$*-$'()"(*+/-"0-."$J<=9TKG$1-23$#4$*-$1-!3$#4$
J<=9TK$*/0$54$+1$.24-%#+67+8$%"2$$*-$1-3$9-."+:-+8$%"*"+J<=9=KC$

U/#$#E;+*/*('./$@.&$3"4$H4#&#&#$(&*/-+*(#0$(".-#$3.&5-$?.)+0$
2#$("*($24$)/@.+0'/1$3"*($3*-$3'("'/$("#$@*A.)-$N"*5#-;#*&#,-$
V/1+'-"B2*-#0$ ("#*(&#G$ "#$ ?.)+0$ *00$ L*+)#$ (.$ ;#.;+#,-$ ("#*(&#$
*/0$ "#+;$ ("#A$ %&#1*'/$ ("#'&$ ;&'0#,C$I#$ 2#+'#L#0$ ("*($ O'-3*"'+'$
&#*0#&-$ ?.)+0$ 2#((#&$ )/0#&-(*/0$ ("#$ ?./(#/($ */0$ ?./(#E($ .@$
("#$ N"*5#-;#*&#,-$ ;+*4-$ */0$ "*L#$ */$ .;;.&()/'(4$ (.$ ?.A;*&#$
:@&'?*/W!*/7*/'*/$*/0$@.&#'1/W3#-(#&/$("#*(&#$'/$("#$;&.?#--$.@$
&#1*'/'/1$("#'&$;&'0#C$N#?./0+4G$@.&$M3*+'A)G$'($3*-$'A;.&(*/($(.$
;&.A.(#$O'-3*"'+'$*-$ ("#$ +*/1)*1#$.@$ ("#*(&#$*/0$/*('./$2)'+0B
'/1$JP)2'/$*/0$Q'*5*/(#$8RR<G$;C$SR8KC$M*7&)'$*/0$M*7&)'$J<==XG$
;CT8K$*+-.$#+*2.&*(#0$./$".3$H4#&#&#$0#L#+.;#0$O'-3*"'+'$*-$*$
+*/1)*1#$@.&$%?)+()&*+$-#+@B&#+'*/?#,$*/0$%-#+@$0#L#+.;A#/(,C$%!"#$
?.)/(&4,-$ @'&-($ ;&#-'0#/($ Y)+')-$H4#&#&#G$ "'A-#+@$ -#($ */$ 'A;&#-B
-'L#$ #E*A;+#$ .@$ ?.A;#(#/?#$ */0$ L#&-*('+'(4$ '/$ ("*($ +*/1)*1#G$
&*/1'/1$@&.A$0*77+'/1$.&*(.&4$(.$("#$(.)1"$-#+@B'A;.-#0$*--'1/B
A#/(-$.@$(&*/-+*('/1$N"*5#-;#*&#,-$'()"(*+,-$*-.$*/0$1$.24-%#+67+
8$%"2$C,$!"'&0+4G$;#&"*;-$'($3*-$*$3*4$.@$;&.L'/1$(.$("#$3.&+0$("*($
3"*($ ("#$A*Z.&'(4$3#&#$ 1+.&'@4'/1$ *-$ %".+4,$ +'(#&*()&#G$ *$ -'A;+#$
;#&-./$ [$ *$ ;&.+#(*&'*/G$ *-$ "#$ ;&#@#&&#0$ (.$ ?*++$ "'A-#+@$ [$ ?.)+0$
&#*0G$)/0#&-(*/0$*/0$#L#/$(&*/-+*(#C$D/$@*?($'/$"'-$<=98$-;##?"$(.$
;*&+'*A#/(G$H4#&#&#$+*A#/(#0$".3$V)&.;#*/$#0)?*('./$03#++#0$
A.&#$ ./$ (#*?"'/1$ ;#.;+#$ ".3$ (.$ 0*/?#$ ("#$ @.E(&.(G$ 3*+(7$ */0$
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!"#$%&'(%!"))*%+,%-..,!/,0%/1-/%/12.%3-0,%,04#-/,0%5,"5),%4'-6),%

/"%0-'#,%/!-02/2"'-)%0-'#,.%.4#1%-.%!"#$%&'(!(7%/1,%#)*!)+)7%,-.("%
"!%+%+%%#)#)7%-'0%/1-/%."3,%1-0%'"/%,8,'%1,-!0%"9%/1,3%:;<,!,!,%

=>??7%5*%=@AB*

C',%1-.%/"%!,-0%6,/D,,'%/1,%)2',.%/"%E,/%-%.,'.,%"9%FD-)234(.%

2'',!%3"/28,%9"!%/!-'.)-/2'E%/1,%D"!$.*%G"!%,H-35),%/0%&1%230)*4&
"5& 6%*-3%% #"4)0% )2/,!-))<% 6,% /!-'.)-/,0% -.% 15)*7)$-)'0)2)% :"!%
8)5)*7)$-)'0)2)%2'%/1,%5)4!-)B%9)&6%*-3%*%I4/%;<,!,!,%#1"".,.%/1,%

D"!0%#)$%:)2-%:$%:)2-%2'%/1,%.2'E4)-!B7%D12#1%3,-'.%#-52/-)2./:.B*%

FD-'E2%:JKK>7%55*%=AKL=B%!,E-!0.%/12.%-.%-%&."#2-)2./%/D2./(%D1,!,%

;<,!,!,% ,351-.2.,0% &#"35,/2/28,% -'0% #-52/-)2./2#% /,'0,'#2,.(%

D12#1%D,!,%'"/% 2'% /1,%"!2E2'-)% M1-$,.5,-!,%5)-<*%N,!1-5.%-9/,!%

!,-02'E% /1,% 6""$7% ;<,!,!,% !,-)2.,0% /1-/% /1,%3,!#1-'/(.% 6,1-8O

2"4!% #"4)0% '"/% 6,% 0299,!,'/2-/,0% 9!"3% /1".,% "9% /1,% #-52/-)2./.*%

P'% -002/2"'7% 2/% 32E1/% 6,% /1-/% 1,% D-'/,0% /"% #"'#2.,)<% 0,)28,!%

/1,% 5"2'/% 1"3,% .2'#,7% 6,2'E% -% .,)9O5!"#)-23,0%Q9!2#-'% ."#2-)2./%

:#;)#))B7% 1,% D-.% -'/2O#-52/-)2./*% Q.% '"/,07% 1,% 54!5".,)<% 4.,0%

/1,%5)4!-)%9"!3%"9%/1,%/2/),%-.%"55".,0%/"%2/.%.2'E4)-!%&3,!#1-'/(*%

P/%1-.%-)."%6,,'%"6.,!8,0%/1-/%/1,%<,-!.%D1,'%1,%/!-'.)-/,0%/1,%

D"!$.7%6,/D,,'%=>?A%-'0%=>?>7%!,9),#/%/1,%5!"3"/2"'%"9%/1,%/1,'%

0"32'-'/%RS-3--%20,")"E<7%D12#1%1,%D-'/,0%/"%/!2#$),%0"D'%/"%

5,"5),*%Q))%/1,.,%/!-'.)-/2"'.%-'0%2'2/2-/28,.%2'02#-/,07%-!E4-6)<7%

12.%./-'#,%-E-2'./%235,!2-)2.3%-'0%2/.%8-!2"4.%3-'29,./-/2"'.*%+,%

.-D% 235,!2-)2.3% -.% /1,% #-4.,% "9% 32.#"'#,28,0%Q9!2#-'% 12./"!<%

-'0%-!/.*%;<,!,!,(.%32..2"'%/"%/!-'.)-/,%512)"."512#-)%52,#,.%."%-.%

/"%0,)28,!%/1,2!%3,..-E,%/"%/1,%5,"5),%#"'/2'4,0%45%/"%)-/,%=>>KT%

&FD-)234% ;<,!,!,(.% )-./% 2'/,)),#/4-)% D"!$% D-.% /1,% /!-'.)-/2"'%

2'/"%U2.D-12)2%"9%N)-/"(.%/0%&<%:($+-3*%Q.%1,%D-.%)<2'E%2'%6,0%-/%

V"'0"'(.%M/%W1"3-.%+".52/-)7%1,%D,'/%/1!"4E1%/1,%3-'4.#!25/7%

3-0,% /1,% ',#,..-!<% #"!!,#/2"'.% -'0% #"35),/,0% /1,3% 6,9"!,%

1,% 02,0*% R'9"!/4'-/,)<% /1,% D"!$% 1-.% '"/% <,/% 6,,'% 546)2.1,0(%

:C/13-'%JKKA7%5*%A>O@KB*%

FD-)234%D-.% -)."% -6),% /"% )2'$% 12.%RS-3--% 512)"."51<%D2/1%

/1,%92',%-!/.*%W1,%9-3"4.%F-$"'0,%.#4)5/4!,%$'"D'%-.%=-#""*!"%
6<% X"6,!/% Y-$"6"% M-'ED-'2%D-.% !,'-3,0%>;)#))% 2'% /1,% =>?K.%
-9/,!% /1,%Q!4.1-%Z,#)-!-/2"'% "9% =>?A*%=-#""*!"% 0,3"'./!-/,0% -%

F-$"'0,%./!,'E/1%"!%5"D,!*%V""$2'E%-/%/1,%D-<%/1,%.#4)5/"!%1-0%

6,,'%-6),%/"%#"'./!4#/%"',%5,!."'%-/%/1,%6"//"3%.455"!/2'E%"/1O

,!.%-'0%1"D%/1".,%D1"%1-8,%6,,'%.455"!/,07%.455"!/%/1,3.,)8,.%
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!"#!#$%&'()#*%!+",!*-.#/*"-,0#*&#12!,/3'4"#/.-!#&0#56!3!!#78%/9:#
;<<=>?#@*#/"#"!/.#*A!*#/*#2!"#12!,/3'#2A&#%-+!3-.#/*#!"#$###!0*-%#
"--/+$#/*"#"*%'9*'%-?

B-"/.-"# A/"# *A&'$A*C(%&D&:/+$# "(--9A-")# EF-%-%-# !,"&#
-3(,&F-.#(&-*/9#9%-!*/D/*F#*&#!..%-""#"&3-#9&+*-+*/&'"#+!*/&+!,#
/""'-"?#G&%#/+"*!+9-)#/+#H==I#A-#2%&*-#!#(&-3#&+#*A-#'+/&+#.-J!*-#
2A-+# !# (!%,/!3-+*!%F# %-"&,'*/&+#2!"# !.&(*-.# &+# K!+$!+F/:!+#
$&D-%+3-+*?#

KA-#3&"*#%-9-+*#-L!3(,-#/"#*A-#MNN#7H==I>#%-"&,'*/&+#.-3!+.C
/+$#!#"-(!%!*-#$&D-%+3-+*#0&%#K!+$!+F/:!?#12!,/3'#2%&*-#!#
(&-3# 7%&#'('>#&0#&D-%#;<<#D-%"-"#2A&"-# *A%'"*#2!"# "/3',*!+-C
&'",F# *&# !%$'-# *A!*# /*# 2!"# (!%,/!3-+*!%F# %-"&,'*/&+# &+,F# /+#
+!3-O#*A!*#*A-#"-9%-*#(/,&*"#2-%-#*A-#-L/"*/+$#*&(#,-!.-%"A/(#&0#
*A-#(!%*F?#KA-#.%/D/+$# 0&%9-# 7$%)*)$+>#2!"# *%/J!,/"3# 7)*#,'-#>#
!+.# %-,/$/&'"# J/$&*%F# 7).'/'># !+.# *A!*# *A-#2A&,-# !%$'3-+*# &0#
(!%,/!3-+*!%F#%-"&,'*/&+#!"#!#.-3!+.#&0#*A-#(-&(,-#2!"#!#*A/+#
3!"P'-%!.-#0&%#*A-#(%-"/.-+*/!,#!3J/*/&+"#&0#*A-#*A-+#*2&#*&(#
,-!.-%"?#KA/"#D-%F#.%/D/+$#0&%9-#A-#2!%+-.)#2&',.#+&*#&+,F#./"C
/+*-$%!*-#*A-#5+/&+#J'*#K!+$!+F/:!#/*"-,0#7QA/D6/#;<<R)#(?#N=>?

G%&3#*A-#(&-3#/*#/"#-D/.-+*#*A!*#12!,/3'#A!.#J--+#9&+"/"*-+*,F#
!.D&9!*/+$#-P'!,/*F#!+.#+!*/&+!,#'+/*F#!+.#2!"#!$!/+"*#*A-#,-!.-%"#
2A&#2!+*-.#*&#'"-#*A-#&((&%*'+/*F#0&%#*A-/%#&2+#(&,/*/9!,#-+."?

EF-%-%-4"#!%*/"*/9#":/,,"#.!*-#J!9:# *&#2A-+#A-#2!"#F&'+$#!+.#
2%&*-#!+#-""!F# *&#-L(%-""#A/"# /.-!"#&+# *A-# /""'-"# *A!*#!00-9*# *A-#
.!/,F#,/D-"#&0#2&3-+?#S*#*A-#!$-#&0#;;)#EF-%-%-#A!.#!,%-!.F#%-!.#
!+.#2!"#/+0,'-+9-.#JF#*A-#2&%:"#&0#"9A&,!%"#"'9A#!"#T&A+#Q*'!%*#
1/,,?#S99&%./+$# *&#!+# /+*-%D/-2#2/*A# @:!2-J!#B'+*/+$)#EF-%-%-#
-L(,!/+"U

@#2%&*-#!+#-""!F#/+#H=VV#9!,,-.#WKA-#G%--.&3#&0#X&3-+4?#@#3'"*#
J-#A&+-"*# !+.# "!F# @#2!"# /+0,'-+9-.#JF# T&A+#Q*'!%*#1/,,)#2A&#
A!.#2%/**-+# !J&'*# *A-# "'J6'$!*/&+# &0#2&3-+?#1F# 0!*A-%# A!.#
;;#2/D-"# !+.# @# :+-2# A&2# A!%.# *A-F# A!.# *&#2&%:# !+.#2A!*#
*A-F#2-+*#*A%&'$A#!"#2&3-+?#Y-%-#/+#*A/"#-""!F#@#2!"#3&D/+$#
*&2!%."#*A-#/.-!#&0#0%--.&3#*A-&%-*/9!,,F?#B'*#@#2!"#"*/,,#/+#*A-#
3/+."-*#&0#/3(%&D/+$#*A-#,/D-"#!+.#2-,0!%-#&0#S0%/9!+"U#@#2-+*#
*&#K!J&%!#*&#"*!%*#*-!9A/+$?

(Bunting 2007, p. 66)
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!"#$!%&'%&(%&$)*%+$*,$%-./0$%$&%+(*&%1$/2.3*10$-#4-#/#&+/$+"#$
%-+(/+()$)-#%+(5(+2$)*&+%(&#6$(&$*+"#-$/2.3*1/$/7)"$%/$+"#$,1%80$+"#$
&%+(*&%1$%&+"#.$%&6$+"#$7"7-7$+*-)"9$ :+$ (/$.*716#6$+*$#.3-%)#$
+"#$;%--(*-</$ /"(#16$ (&$ +"#$.(6/+$ *,$ #1#4"%&+$ +7/=/$.*7&+#6$*&$
+*4$*,$>*7&+$?(1(.%&@%-*9$A&#$)%&$%1/*$/##$ +"#$.%&$*&$+"#$ 1#,+$
%&6$+"#$;*.%&$*&$+"#$-(8"+0$/+%&6(&8$(&$3%1%&)#6$4*/+7-#/$*&$+"#$
/(6#/$*,$+"#$;%--(*-</$/"(#16$;(+"$)1*5#/$%&6$)*++*&$*&$+"#(-$,##+$
-#/4#)+(5#129$!"#$;%--(*-</$/"(#16$"%/$+"#$7"7-7$+*-)"0$!%&'%&(%&$
,1%80$)-*//#6$%B#$%&6$"*#0$/4#%-$%&6$;%+#-$/(8&9$C11$+"#/#$/2.3*1D
(/#$+"#$.*++*$3#1*;E$!"#$#%&'%!()*'$FG-##6*.$%&6$H&(+2I$J$+"#$
+(+1#$ *,$K2#-#-#</$ FLMNNI$ 3**=9$ :+$ (/$ (.4*-+%&+$ +*$ &*+()#$ +"%+$ +"#$
;%--(*-</$/"(#16$6#4()+/$5%-(*7/$"(/+*-()%1$3%++1#/$,*-$,-##6*.9$!"#$
.%&$%&6$;*.%&$-#,1#)+$-#/4#)+$,*-$"7.%&$#O7%1(+2$-#8%-61#//$*,$
8#&6#-0$)*1*7-$*-$%&2$*+"#-$/*)(%1$#1#.#&+9

C/$ 4*(&+#6$ *7+$ #%-1(#-0$ +"#$ #/+%31(/".#&+$ *,$ +"#$ >(&(/+-2$ *,$
P71+7-#$ ;%/$ +"#$ #%-1(#/+$ 4*/+D(&6#4#&6#&)#$ (&(+(%+(5#$ +*$ ,(8"+$
%8%(&/+$)71+7-%1$(.4#-(%1(/.9$C))*-6(&8$+*$K878(E

P71+7-%1$(.4#-(%1(/.$(&$+"#$#-%$*,$&#*)*1*&(%1(/.$)%&$3#$%$6%&D
8#-*7/$)%&)#-$3#)%7/#$(+$)%&$+%=#$&#;0$/73+1#$,*-./9$:+$)%&$"(6#$
7&6#-$)1*%=/$*,$.(1(+%&+$&%+(*&%1(/.0$)%11/$,*-$6#%6$%7+"#&+()(+20$
4#-,*-.%&)#/$ *,$ )71+7-%1$ /2.3*1(/.0$ %&6$ #5#&$ 7&6#-$ &%+(5#$
-%)(/+$ /#1,D%//#-+(5#$ 3%&&#-/$ +"%+$ %-#$ *,+#&$ %$ /73/+(+7+#$ ,*-$
&%+(*&%1$ /#1,D)-(+()(/.$ %&6$ )*11#)+(5#$ 4-(6#$ (&$ +"#$ )71+7-#$ %&6$
"(/+*-2$*,$-#/(/+%&)#9

(Ngugi 1997, p. 18) 

C/$K878($ #B41%(&#60$K2#-#-#$ #5(6#&+12$=&#;$ +"#$ )*&/#O7#&)#/$
%&6$.%8&(+76#$*,$)71+7-%1$(.4#-(%1(/.$%&6$"#$+**=$.#%/7-#/$+*$
*5#-)*.#$(+9$Q#$3#1(#5#6$+"%+$%$4#*41#</$1%&87%8#$;%/$%&$(.4*-D
+%&+$,%)+*-$(&$+"(/$/+-7881#9$Q#$6#5(/#6$/73+1#$.*6%1(+(#/$+*$%3/*-3$
(.4#-(%1(/+$(&,17#&)#/$(&$+"#$+"#%+-#9$!"#$(..#6(%+#$%44-*%)"$;%/$
+*$4-*5(6#$%-+(/+/$;(+"$+"#$+"#.#$*,$+"#(-$4#-,*-.%&)#/$J$H@%.%%9$
R(&)#$ %-+(/+/$ 1**=#6$ %+$ K2#-#-#$ %/$ %$ &%+(*&%1$ %&6$ (&+#-&%+(*&%1$
-*1#$.*6#10$+"#2$)*716$#%/(12$+-%&/,*-.$"(/$%)+(*&/$%&6$6#)(/(*&/$
(&+*$+"#%+-()%1$;*-=/9$!"#$4"(1*/*4"()%1$/4##)"#/$%&6$%-87.#&+/$
;"()"$K2#-#-#$4-#,#--#6$ +*$6#1(5#-$;#-#$4-*3%312$%.*&8$ +"*/#$
;"()"$(&,17#&)#6$%-+(/+/9$

!"#$ *+"#-$ +"#%+-()%1$ 1%&6.%-=$ ;%/$ +"#$ 3(-+"$ *,$ P"%.%$ )"%$
>%4(&67'($ FPP>I$ (&$ LMSS9$ !"(/$ 4*1(+()%1$ 4%-+2$ ;%/$ +"#$ -#/71+$
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!"# $%&#'&()&(#!"#*+,-#./0# $%&#+"(!12%3(.43#5.($6# 7+2589#+"$&(#
$%&#:3($%#!"#;;<=#>3.(3#6.#<!6!#?!'@!A&0#.#A!/)#$3$B&0#!"#$%&#$
%'"("'"$)*+,,+-,$.',/,#7*!0.6#3A#/!$#.#?&(&'!/6=#C&#.(&#3/.D)D1
(.$3/)#.#@.($689#

0*1,$23,$)456$+,$41(### *%&#0&.$%#!"#*+,-#./0#+"(!##
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(Mlama 1985, p. 5)
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