Zanzibar has recorded significant growth in tourism development in the last three decades. Large tourist
resort hotels were built on the island from the 1990s, partly due to the decline of agriculture particularly
clove cultivation after the establishment of Structural Adjustment Programme SAPs in the 1980s and
associated free market economy and liberalization policies. Hotels increased from less than 10 in the
1980s to about 250 hotels by 2010 (ZTC, 2010). The number of international tourists rose from 19,368 in
1985 to 134,954 in 2009. Natural and cultural resources and their environs are increasingly targeted as
prime tourism attractions and are increasingly protected or conserved, primarily for tourist
seeks/tourism purposes. Pro-poor tourism proponents hold that tourism is benefiting and sustaining
local people’s livelihood, the claim is supported by the WTO- seven ways through which tourism
contribute net benefits to the poor (WTO, 2006). Empirical evidence to substantiate the claim is less
clear, the claim affirmed by critical perspective and post structuralists. Poverty and inequality is
increasing in the rural areas, as such, hope for sustainable tourism livelihood policy and practice is
dwindling.



